
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 7 September 2010] 

 p5988b-5989a 
Mr Brendon Grylls; Speaker 

 [1] 

REGIONAL COMMUNICATIONS — FUNDING 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [2.08 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house of yet another royalties for regions project that will make a major difference to the way that 
telecommunications are delivered to regional Western Australia over coming years. Yesterday, following the 
Kalgoorlie regional cabinet, the Premier, the Minister for Police, the Minister for Commerce and I announced 
that the government will allocate $120 million over three years to deliver two regional communications projects. 
This funding will go towards building communication towers and upgrading services in strategic areas of the 
state. Forty million dollars will go towards eliminating phone black spots in the regions while the remaining 
$80 million will be spent on improving communications for police and emergency services. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! I formally call the members for Girrawheen, West Swan and Albany to order 
for the first time. This is supposed to be a brief ministerial statement—that is all I want to hear.  

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The member should listen. She will enjoy it. I think the opposition called for this, and now 
we are delivering it.  

This will go a long way towards improving mobile phone coverage as well as emergency services 
communication for Western Australia Police and the Fire and Emergency Services Authority. This will benefit 
not only those who live and work in regional WA, but also the many tourists who travel throughout the state. 
Tenders will soon be sought for both projects so that they can start as soon as possible. 

Priority areas under consideration include the Pilbara, Mid West, Gascoyne, Kimberley and Wheatbelt regions 
and benefits will extend to Goldfields–Esperance, the Great Southern, Peel and the South West regions. This 
project will not only upgrade the black spots on major highways throughout the state, but also the second stage 
of the project—the $80 million community safety network—will replace the current police regional radio 
network with a purpose-built, secure and reliable radio communications network that will allow police and other 
emergency services to better serve regional WA.  

The present regional radio network is obsolete. Royalties for regions funding will ensure that WA Police and 
FESA have access to a secure and reliable network, significantly improving the ability of police and fire officers 
to communicate during an emergency or incident. I would have thought that, similar to the government, the 
opposition would have considered this to be important.  

This project will provide an expanded communications network infrastructure platform in regional WA to enable 
access by other government, non-government and commercial carriers to improve service delivery. People will 
be able to hang mobile communications on this police radio network to take advantage of the towers that are 
there—a really important innovation. These regional communications projects represent a significant investment 
by the state government to ensure everyone in regional WA benefits from improved telecommunications, which, 
for way too long—way too long—had been left untouched and underdone by the previous government. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, we have been in here for 10 minutes. I hope it is your intention to 
stay for the remainder of the day. I formally call you to order for the second time today. 
 


